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Why s the CMPA haiding this conference foday and why is tort reform so important? in
the very recent past the Canadian Medical Protective Association has been scrutinized for
the size of Hs reserve and for the fevel of the fees charged lo members for medical
Each year the Association's independent actuaries calcuate both the resarve and the fees
in response to the cost of the casas, which include both awards and settements. We
balieve the high cost of awards and settlements has a profound effect on the cost of
malpractice profection for Canadian physicians, particufarly those in the higher risk
categories of Obstetrics, Orthapaedics and Neurosurgery One way of reducing the
malpractice fees for these groups and others is fo reduce the cost of the cases.

In aff provinces, a portion of tha cost for protection of physicians is paid by the
governmant in ey of fee-for-service increases. This has been the practice since about
1986 in most provinces. For this reasan, governments have been justifiably concermed
regarding the escalating costs, To alay these concams, the Association requested the
Honourable Charfes Dubiry fo review the operations, management and funding policies,
including the actuaral assumptions and calculations of the CMPA, Athough Mr Justice
Duibin was to revisw (Vs report with you, we sinceraly regral, as does Justice Dubhin, that
he is unabie fo be with us. We had looked forward to his comments regarading fis review
of the CMPA, and thase of you who had an opportunity to read his report will kmow his
review was thorough and far-reaching. The CMPA has been grateful for iis good work.

Al of this has fed us fo seek ways in which changes in cost might be effected white at the
same lime ensuring that palients who have suffered as a resuff of negligent medical
treatment receive appropriale compensation. We believe fort reform may provide
meaningful savings in the cost of medical malpractice cases.

The morning session will address the impact of the high cost of medical malpractice
protection on both the profession and the public. In the affernoon, we will look at the
systemic problems within the current fudiclal system and how same selected changes fo
that system might bring about cost sawings,

Following this, there will be a panel of experts to talk about a few potentially useful
refarms. Finally, to close out the affernoon, we will hear from the Canadian Medical
Assoclation and the provincial and territorial Ministers of Health on how medical
professionals and the provincial governments might support an initiative for tort raform
in Canada.
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